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The Methodist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 
organization, seeks to deepen within the Church, the sense of portal oble= | 
gation and opportunity to study, from the Christian point of viet, social 
problems and their solutions and to promote social action in the spirit 
of Jesus. The Federation stands for the complete abolition of war. 
The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for profit as the 
economic base for society and seeks to replace it with social-economic 
planning to develop a society without class or group discriminations 
and privileges. In seeking these objectives the Federation does not com- 
mit its members to any specific program, but remains an inspirational 
and educational agency, proposing social changes by democratic decision, 
not by violence. 


Number 9 


Geneva and Our German Policy 


“he Geneva Conference of Foreign Ministers concluded with- 
hagreement. The Soviet Union rejected our German proposals, 
wutcome to have been expected. Our officials, many well- 
med_.observers believe, expected that rejection—despite the 
jial “optimism” and Mr. Dulles’ claim to be going to Geneva 

spirit of “conciliation.” This may explain the sharp com- 
t of columnists James and Stewart Alsop (10/24): “Hypo- 
is the only word that properly describes the Western gov- 
aents’ approach.” : 


ed by Mr. Dulles, the Western foreign “ministers asked the 
pet foreign minister to accept a European “security” plan 
th would only go into effect when a remilitarized and united 
many had joined the anti-Soviet NATO military alliance. 
that important fact from Geneva made clear to you by 
newspaper? Was there any reason to expect Soviet accept- 
of that plan? Was offering that plan “conciliation” or a 
sus effort to get positive results? Would the U. S. and other 
tern powers have considered a Soviet proposal for Euro- 
. “security” based on uniting and arming Germany as part 
mae Soviet-led Eastern military alliance? 
ppokesmen contend NATO is defensive, not anti-Soviet. One 
pet response has been to request entry. That request has not 
\ granted. 
n his post-Geneva (11/18) report to us, Mr. Dulles said he 


possible approaches to realistic solution.” Mr. Dulles’ report 
3 no fault with his own behavior or spirit at the Geneva 
ting. We don’t expect self-criticism from foreign ministers. 
our job as democratic citizens to supply it. Did Mr. Dulles 
yy believe it “realistic” to ask the Soviet Union to accept 
stmany united and armed in a military alliance against her? 
r.. Dulles also reported: “No specific agreements were 


mg to pay the price needed to get these results.” We reply: 
zak for yourself, John. Were you willing to pay the price?” 
‘hat price is clear. It is to propose a Germany which holds 
ble military threat to any of its neighbors, West or 
recently the victims of its militarism and aggression. 
to propose a Germany not in but out of the arms race, 
n but out of the cold war, not on but off the road to 
devastation. It is to propose a Germany demo- 
nd marked by free elections, but also independent and 
neutral, not part of either bloc against the other, and 


s long urged such a policy. It would advance rather 


't to Geneva “dedicated to exploring patiently and sincerely ~ 


The explanation is: The Soviet Union . . . is not yet — 


whole peace-threatening system of military blocs. — 


| Please enter my gift BULLETIN subscription to the per- | 


Geneva, there would have been much more ground for hope for 
the “specific agreements” he and the others failed there to 
secure. 

As for Germany’s future social and economic system, that 
is not for foreigners to dictate, whether communists like Mr. 
Molotov or capitalists like Mr. Dulles. It is for the German 
people to decide, peacefully and freely. The one legitimate de- 
mand which other nations can rightly make on Germany’s do- 


mestic order is that it not again threaten any other people. 
.R.M. 


Breaking Down the Barriers 


(From an address at the California-Nevada MFSA Conference, 
Lucerne, Nov. 12, 1955) 


The supreme need of the world today is to break down the 
barriers that separate us from fellowship with our brothers in 
other lands. And how eager they are for that fellowship! May 
I share with you three instances from my recent trip to Europe 
that are indelibly impressed upon my memory? 

Six months ago I was riding on the hard board seat of a 
third-class train from Novi Sad to Beograd, capital of Yugo- 
slavia, with Paul, a’ young student eager to know all about 
America. He wanted to visit our country, and wondered why 
our State Department refused even to admit students from 
Communist-controlled lands. I explained that it was due to 
fear—fear that Communists might aid the enemy in the event 
of a third world war. “But don’t the people of America want 
peace, too?” he asked. I assured him that we did. “Then why 
can’t our statesmen agree that we shall always have peace?” 
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SOCIAL QUESTIONS BULLETIN for only $2.00. But if | 
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sons whose names and addresses follow:___ 


he inquired. Suddenly he grasped my hand and said: “You and 
I wouldn’t have any difficulty in signing a peace agreement 
between our countries right here on this hard seat, would we? 
We could do it all in half an hour.” I heartily agreed. 

Then there was that morning in Budapest when our old 
Methodist Superintendent, Brother Szescey, took me to meet 
the President of the Baptist Union and the head of their The- 
ological Seminary in that once-beautiful capital astride the 
Danube. Though governmental restrictions on the churches are 
more severe than in most other communist lands, I found _ these 
Baptists full of faith and courage. They told me of the fine 
work they are carrying on among the young people of Hun- 
gary (the very ones the Communists are trying hardest to con- 
vert), and spoke proudly of the 50-piece young folks’ orchestra 
which plays every Sunday morning in one of their local churches. 
In parting, I asked them what we in America could do to 
help them. The President of the Seminary replied: “The great- 
est help you can give us is to produce a million real Christians 
in America, Christians whose lives are filled with love. That 
will mean more to us than anything else you can do.” 

Then there was that afternoon in West Berlin when our 
beloved Superintendent Scholz asked me to speak to a meeting 
of some 400 Methodist Youth assembled in the Ebenezer Chapel 
adjoining the big Methodist Hospital of our Bethany Sisters. 
One-third of these young folk had come over that morning on 
the subway from the East Zone—the least-controlled means of 
communication between the Communist-controlled East and the 
West. I asked Dr. Scholz what I should talk about, and he told 
me that the heaviest question on the minds of these young 
Christians was the possibility of a third world war, which would 
certainly wipe out what little is left of Berlin. And so I talked 
to them about the yearning of the American people for peace, 
about our Methodist devotion to that cause, and our Bishops’ 
Four-Point Peace Program. I shall always remember the mov- 
ing ovation they gave me when I assured them that the Chris- 
tian people of America would never sanction another world war. 

I have returned from Europe profoundly convinced that the 
greatest Christian.task of our time is to break down the artificial 
barriers which too long have separated us from our brethren in 
Eastern Europe. For such separation can easily lead to misun- 
derstandings; and misunderstandings lead to war. The great 
Bertrand Russell recently declared that the chief need of our 
day is the expression of “unselfish love”’—love toward our neigh- 
bors around the world, of every color, race and creed. If we 
leve not them whom we have seen, then how can we love God 
whom we have not seen? What a fine contribution to fellow- 
ship and understanding it would be if a group of Methodists 
were to visit our brethren in Eastern Europe, even as the 
Quakers and the Baptists have done. 

Let us break down these barriers to fellowship—yes, even 
the blockade which our own State Department has created, 
forbidding travel on an American passport to Eastern Europe 
without special permission, which is difficult to obtain* 


The hunger of the people of Eastern Europe for fellowship 
was touchingly impressed upon me in Prague last Easter Sun- 
day morning. After I had spoken at our First Methodist Church 
there, the members gathered around me, and in five languages 
told me how ardently they hoped that America would lead the 
way to world peace, and how glad they were that an American 
Methodist had come to visit them. From the capital of Com- 
munist Czechoslovakia they asked me to convey their brotherly 
love to the Methodists of America. 

Some people who call themselves hard-headed assert that it 
is impossible to end war. They said the same thing about 
duelling. “Gentlemen” were supposed to settle their quarrels 
with pistols upon the “field of honor” at 40 paces. And then 
some clever chap discovered that he could rifle the inside of a 
revolver barrel so that it would shoot with deadly accuracy at 
40 paces. Duelling soon became so lethal that it was abolished, 
not because men became more moral, but because, with im- 
proved weapons, duelling became too dangerous. And so with 
war: We know now that a third world war will mean the 
suicide of our civilization. And even the most touchy people 


(Editor’s Note: At Geneva, Mr. Dulles announced a change in this ‘policy 


for most of Eastern Europe.) 


now agree that we must abolish war lest war abolish us. The 
have suddenly become moral in order to survive. 

I cannot close without a few words about our Methodi 
refugees in Central Europe. Five thousand of them are livin 
in refugee camps and barracks where decent family life is im 
possible. Even in some of the best camps of Germany they a1 
packed 14 to 20 to a room—old and young, men, women an 
children. Many of them have waited nine hopeless years t 
get an American immigration visa. These people are not beg 
gars. They are decent self-respecting citizens who owned the 
own homes, farms and shops until the Potsdam Agreement % 
the end of the last war sanctioned their expulsion by the ney 
governments of Eastern Europe solely because they were ‘ 
Teutonic ancestry. And remember that we Americans, by ot 
Government, signed the Potsdam agreement, and made ow 
selves morally responsible for the plight of these refugees, vic 
tims of a vindictive political grudge. 

We Anterican Methodists can do three practical things t 
help these refugees. First, we can keep after our represent: 
tives in Congress to amend the 1954 Refugee Relief Act, whic 
was made almost unworkable by amendments sponsored by th 
late Senator McCarran. In my report to the Methodist Con 
mittee for Overseas Relief, I made eight recommendations fe 
the improvement of the Refugee Relief Act so that the 215,00 
refugees whom Congress said should be admitted can reall 
come to America, instead of the 2 per cent so far admitted. S: 
of these recommendations are embodied in Senator Herbe 
Lehman’s amending bill, which should have our ardent suppor 

Secondly, we can sign assurances for the employment of 
refugee, without which he cannot obtain a visa, and forwar 
the papers to M. C. O. R. at 150 Fifth Avenue, New York Cit 
Write it for the proper forms to sign. There is no reason wh 
we cannot speedily provide such assurances for all of the 5,00 
Methodist refugees now in the misery and hopelessness of tk 
refugee camps. 

Thirdly, we can do on a larger scale what the Methodi 
Churches of Indiana so generously did right after the la 
world war, and “adopt” a Methodist Church in Europe ¢ 
our special charge, writing them, giving them our brother! 
love, and sending them the things they so greatly need to be 
come effective witnesses for Jesus Christ in the titanic stru 
gle now going on between materialism and Christianity to cay 
ture the minds and hearts of the young people of Europe. TI 
most important missionary work in any part of the world te 
day is to help the free churches of Europe to win that struggl 
The established churches cannot do it. They lack both the mor 
fervor and the confidence of the people. si 

We Methodists have a great heritage. “The world is m 
parish,” declared John Wesley. The march of events has mad 
us our brother’s keeper, whether we like it or not, even whe 
he lives in Eastern Europe. If we betray that trust, we shoul 
deserve to perish. Sn nn a ha OOr aa 
* Methodist, San Jose, Calif., retired businessman, lawyer. Bachelor of Divi 


ity from Yale, world traveler, consultant on intemational conditions ar 
relations. > 


OUR READERS WRITE 


“In preparation of my lecture at Yale Summer School ¢ 
Alcohol Studies, I got a document which ought to be of gree 
interest to all MFSA members: a doctoral dissertation availabl 
through the University Microfilm service, now in nearly ever 
university library: Dr. Paul A. Carter, The Decline and Re 
of the Social Gospel, Social and Political Liberalism in the Ame 
ican Protestant Churches, 1920-1940. Ph.D. thesis, 1954, Colun 
bia University. University Microfilm No. 8623—Carter is the sc 
of a Methodist minister of the Maine Conference. My speci 
interest in the work is a chapter in which he relates the ter 
perance and prohibition movement to the social gospel. But ¢ 
whole document has something to say to us today. — 4 

Albion R. King, Dept. of Philosophy, Cornell Colleg, 

Another letter from the ‘same friend praises Dr. Be 
article on church and state in the October, issue as “excellent,” | 
takes issue with Martin Hall’s presentation (based on his Lal 
Tah dress) as too critical of American and too uncriti 
of Soviet positions. Mr. King concludes: “I don’t think shutt 
our eyes to the realities of the communist revolution is 


race.” Mr. King has made splendid and marked contribu- 
at other MFSA meetings. Had he been able to be at Tahoe 
lifference in understanding between him and Martin Hall 
t well have been narrowed, for both men 
s of truth. 

milar criticism of Mr. Hall comes from Vern L. Klingman 
nmanuel Methodist Church of Denver: “Let Mr. Hall. and 
s among us earnestly seeking peace and justice, reckon with 


are loyal de- 


ituation by Ethics of Responsible Power. Such an Ethic - 


les self-criticism but in balance with equally critical anal- 
bf the opposition.” ‘ 

ut Martin Hall’s presentation also evoked appreciation and 
> from our readers: e.g., Lester H. Bill of the Broadway 
iodist Church of Indianapolis, who finds the article “most 
sting and gives some new thoughts for my thinking on the 
| situation. Thank you for your good work in carrying on 
listurbing the comfortable in these complacent “days.” 
urther evidence of variety among our readers and mem- 
is criticism from another member of Dr. Belden’s article 
qurch and state as out of place, too theological and unre- 
to MFSA program. 

he Editor urges all other readers to send in evaluation, 
estion, criticism, and request as to-Bulletin content and 
1g. 


RISTIAN ADVOCATE EDITORIAL 


dozen years late, the House Committee on Un-American 
‘ities has asked Roman Catholic, Protestant and Jewish 
os to make suggestions about the investigative methods of 
>ommittee. Presumably, special help is wanted in the inves- 
ons of clergymen and church groups. 
‘alid objection can be taken, however, to the procedures 
in most of the investigations to date. The witnesses on 
munist infiltration of the churches, for example, are not, 
ey ought to be, solid, reliable citizens who have been giv- 
heir lives to their country and their church. If the charges 
stand up, and if the evidence is trustworthy, why are not 
ymen of unassailable qualifications brought to the witness 
[? Why is the preponderance of evidence coming from ex- 
munists who have had some sort of conversion? 
Vith all due regard to the investigators, the puzzled church- 
has some questions: Why should the testimony of those 
have admitted their disloyalty be accepted in preference to 
word of those who have never been shown to be disloyal? 
believe new Christians (giving them the benefit-of any 
t about the reality of their conversion) before those who 
been Christians all along? If accepting the statements of 
ters at face value is softhearted isn’t accepting the state- 
of converted Communists, without supporting evidence 
’ soft-headed? 
luch_ more might be said about the probings into the loyal- 
of American clergymen. In the long view of the future, 
may be a question whether the ministers or the investi- 
Ss are on trial. How future Americans will regard this mat- 
vay well depend on the willingness of today’s investigators 
ar witnesses fully, to summon those whom a witness desires 
ross-examination, to turn their backs on the easy, demagogic 
e of building up a “case,” which, in a hearing, is neither 
y nor ethically defensible. Above all, if ministers are to 
led, let church people be heard. 
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Word reaches us of the recent deaths of three long- 
time Federationists, who had served as members of MF'SA’s 
Excutive and National Committees. They are: Rev. Archey 
D. Ball of the Newark Conference; Mr. William P. Mason, 
retired shoe manufacturer of Kirkwood, Missouri, and 
Prof. Rollin H. Walker of Delaware, Ohio. All three men 
were valiant exponents and representatives of prophetic 
religion. All will be sorely missed. Mr. Mason attended 
MFSA National Membership Meetings and _ participated 
vigorously long after his retirement. Because of his long, 
deep, unfailing love for MFSA, his widow received con- 
tributions for MFSA (and also FOR) “in lieu of flowers” 
at the funeral; and she continues his membership. 


FOUNDERS’ BIRTHDAYS 
By LOYD F. WORLEY 


Mention was made in my annual report at Lake Tahoe of 
the 82nd birthday of Dr. Harry F. Ward. The comment that he 
was perhaps the only surviving member of the group which 
founded the Federation in 1907 needs to be corrected. While 
he has maintained the most- active—continued interest, he has 
always credited Dr. Worth M. Tippy as the one individual who 
made the largest personal contribution to the original organiza- 
tion. 

In his book, “The Risé of the Social Gospel in American 
Protestantism,” Dr. Charles Howard Hopkins makes this record: 
“The Methodist Federation for Social Service was organized in 
Washington, December 7, 1907, as the outcome of a year and 
a half of negotiation and study by five socially minded ministers: 
Elbert R. Zaring, Herbert, Welch, Frank Mason North, Harry 
F. Ward, and Worth M. Tippy.” In addition to Dr. Ward, Bishop 
Herbert Welch and Dr. Tippy survive. Bishop Welch’s ninety- 
third birthday was November 7th and Dr. Tippy reached his 
eighty-ninth milestone on November 8th. It should be readily 
apparent that one recipe for longevity is social concern. 

Dr. Worth M. Tippy is active as the Archivist of Depauw 
University and of Indiana Methodism living in Greencastle dur- 
ing the Fall and Spring months and with his daughter in Mis- 
sissippi in the winter and summer. He usually drives to and 
from Mississippi himself. I-.am grateful to his secretary, Mrs. 


- W._E.-Steinkraus, for this information. She describes him as 


“an amazing and inspiring man with always a plan for the 
future.” 


NEWS FROM MFSA CHAPTERS 
On November 11 and 12, the California-Nevada Conference 


__MFSA Chapter held its second annual mid-year Armistice week- 


end conference at beautiful Clear Lake, California. Emphasized,—— 


along with world peace, was MFSA work and social action on 
the local level. That was presented by Chapter President George 
Colliver, MFSA Treasurer Ed Peet, and MFSA Membership 
Secretary Mark Chamberlin who stayed in Northern California 
for another week for some of the West Coast local organiza- 
tional work he was asked to stress by the Membership Meeting 
at Tahoe in July. 

The world peace presentation and discussion dealt in part 
with increasingly similar Western and Soviet proposals for dis- 
armament on one hand, well-advanced plans for rearmament 
of Germany on the other hand, and consequent difficulties at 
the Geneva Conference of. Foreign Ministers then in session. 
The peace presentation was led by the Editorial Secretary and 
by Mr. Albert Coyle, whose address, in summary, appears in this 
issue. 

There was wide participation of laymen and women, along 
with ministers from various districts of the conference. The 
Chapter made plans for another mid-year meeting in Berkeley 


in February in connection with the annual Pastoral Confer- — 


ence and Earl Lectures. Also the chapter planned the regular 
meeting and social action banquet at annual conference, and 


helped plan a Western Regional MFSA Meeting at Lake Tahoe 
35 . * 


. = 


— ss 
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next summer. 

The Portland Chapter remains our prize example of steady 
social education and action locally. The Chapter meets every 
Sunday night for singing and worship, a panel or lecture or 
book review, and both individual and collective action on some 
peace or civil liberty or legislative issue. Recent topics for 
these varied weekly programs include: “Primroses in History 
and Legend,” “What’s Happened in Rural America?” “Educa- 
tion for a New Society”—discussion following a color film, book 
review sessions on Telford Taylor’s study of congressional in- 
vestigations and civil liberties “Grand Inquest” and on the large 
John Wexley volume “Judgment of Julius and Ethel Rosen- 
berg,” “Letters from Czechoslovakia,” “We Travel to Hawaii” 
with slides and recordings and presentations on labor history 
there and on the statehood issue, Panels on Current Events, 
and in early December an all day Christmas fair and bazaar 
for all the family. 

In addition to the weekly forum ‘and action sessions, the 
chapter sponsors mid-week public meetings from time to time, 
like the early November meeting. addressed by the Editorial 
Secretary who also spoke to student, church and public groups 
throughout the Pacific Northwest. Local chapter organization 
has begun in the Tacoma area, and- MFSA membership and 
interest are growing in Washington state. 

What chapter news or action can you report or help develop 
for mention in a later Bulletin? 

OREGON CHAPTER ACTS ON RELIGIOUS LIBERTY ISSUE 

MFSA members were heartened-when the Senate voted ap- 
propriations for the important Senate Sub-Committee on Con- 
stitutional Rights, headed by Hon. Thomas C. Hennings, Jr. We 
have followed with sympathetic interest its inquiries into cur- 
rent violations of rights affirmed in the Constitution’s First 
Amendment. The Committee first planned to begin with the 
first clause of the First Amendment prohibiting establishment 
of religion and guaranteeing the free exercise thereof. That plan, 
we regret, was abandoned, reportedly from fear of sectarian 
controversy related to the Church-State separation issue. The 
Committee confined itself in this field to distributing a ques- 
tionnaire. The able Committee Counsel, Marshall MacDuffie, 
resigned in protest over this inquiry-by-questionnaire method. 
Various Jewish and Protestant groups also protested. The Re- 
ligious Freedom Committee asked the Committee not to ignore 
important issues raised by recent attacks and infringements on 
the free exercise of religion. 

Our Oregon Federation for Social Action Chapter sent the 
following wire to Senator Hennings when his Committee first 
announced what was then indicated as only a “postponement” 


of the hearings on the First Amendment's religious freedom 
clause: : 


“Believing that the maintenance of religious liberty is inseparable 
from the maintenance of other democratic rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution, we trust that your Committee’s postponement of widely 
publicized hearings on infringement of religious liberty will be brief. 
Most important that public be informed of specific and large number 
violations of religious freedom. Secret hearings detrimental to your 
Committee and to Congress. We urge your Committee recommend to 
Congress prohibition of use of paid informers and, in keeping with 
First Amendment, adoption of Rule forbidding any Congressional Com- 
mittees conducting investigations in field of Religion.” E>. 


_—— 


BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


The small headline, on an inside page, said “Threat to Rights 
found Continuing.” The story told of a warning that “an easing 
of threats to civil liberties is only apparent. The peril con- 

_tinues . . .” The warning came from the biennial convention of 
_the United Synagogue of America. Its 700 delegates, represent- 
ing 585 congregations of conservative Judaism in this country, 
ter saying they were “heartened by the wide acceptance of 
| ‘ m and justice,” unanimously de- 

basic circumstances that 


_ future informers. Also in various ways it gets in touch 


| possess to secure the ending of px 


sections of the Bill of Rights are the cold war and the be 
economic conflict which underlies it. The Geneva spirit has E 
duced no essential change in that situation. The shift in pul 
opinion concerning democratic rights has not yet been roe 
in any comparable changes in the political, legislative and judi 
procedures through which the nation is being deprived of 
constitutional rights and the opportunity for peaceful sor 
rogress they provide. 2S 
? Cone aes committees are still conducting a political 
quisition. Brownell’s rules for the hearing he was compelled 
the Supreme Court to offer organizations he puts on the s 
versive list have been properly described by the eminent - 
torian Professor Commager as a “palpable fraud.” The Natio 
Lawyers Guild has proved this before the Supreme Court fr 
his own words to the Bar Association finding it guilty on 
day he invited them to come and show they were not. Sev 
of the worst of the perjurious paid informers have been dropy 
the practice of annual contracts is discontinued, but the n 
effective of those who had them now appear on a per d 
basis, new ones turn up in every Smith Act case from the ] 
corps of political spies, and Justice Department officials ve 
mently defend their use. ae = 

The peril involved in resting content with this situation 
that meantime the anti-democratic forces are extending the at 
they control and reviving the suspicion, fear and hate wk 
provide their emotional dynamic. The states which have sedif 
laws are now cooperating in building up cross reference f 
of subversive organizations and persons. The subversive blacl 
in industry is being extended beyond jobs classified for secu 
risk and is becoming an employer’s weapon in industrial warf; 
In Smith Act prosecutions the government has moved dc 
from national officials of the Communist Party to state leac 
across the nation, and now has two convictions for meml 
ship only on the way to the Supreme Court. Thus the const 
tionally forbidden outlawry of a political party for its opini 
and beliefs is being indirectly accomplished by subversive m 
ods. : ‘ 

The Department of Justice is not only using and defend 
the practice of using paid informers, it is thereby, as all the 
tory of political repression shows, putting a premium on 
jury. This is increased by its failure to prosecute the info: 
when their perjury is proved or admitted. (The only one 
dicted so far is being prosecuted for the admission on the el 
that this was false.) The legal and ethical contradiction 
situation goes one step further. The Justice Department not « 
uses the ex-communist informer, it also creates him, as th 
creasing record of Smith Act trials clearly shows. 

This is done by the FBI in several ways. It finds pro: 
young people, sometimes already in the Party, sometime: 
side whom it gets to join, and trains them as spies to b 


communists, especially those expelled for cause, and so 
difficulties with the law. All it has to do with these is 
pare them for their testimony. Also in its increasing 
homes to get information about organizations and people 
the FBI sometime finds recruits for the corps of spie 
recent court evidence shows it was working not only 
Communist Party, but in labor and welfare orga 
occasionally in educational institutions and religious 

Here is a situation which threatens the existenc 
dom and justice. Plainly it calls upon | ) 
seek these ends to exert all the tial 


political police, and th 


